HARVEST FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES CELEBRATES
THIRTEEN YEARS OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
By: Dr. Krista Lucas
The 13th Annual Celebration for the Harvest Fellowship of Churches (picture below) was
held on Saturday, October 24, 2015, in Bridgeport, CT. The teaching theme for this year’s
event was a continuation of Bishop Henry Buckwalter’s sermon series called Advancing God’s
Kingdom. In a stirring message entitled, “Becoming and Making Transformed Disciples,” Bishop
Henry drew inspiration from Matthew 4:18-22 and Matthew 28:19-20.
In his sermon, Bishop Henry identified three characteristics of transformed disciples
highlighted in the passages from Matthew 4:18-22. First, a transformed disciple will follow
Christ; second, a
transformed disciple will
allow Christ to “mold
them,” and finally, a
transformed disciple will
become a “fisher of men.”
One of the aspects
underscoring Bishop
Henry’s message was the
reminder that making disciples is not an “optional” activity for the believer. We’re commanded
to engage in this effort, and we shouldn’t allow ourselves to become discouraged with limited
results. We serve a God who is the Maker of the Universe. As Bishop Henry encouraged, we
can trust God to increase our vision in this area!
Testimonies were presented this year by
several individuals, including Evelio Barrow,
Pastor Leonard Burkholder, Samuel Gooden,
Pastor Wendell Guy (picture) from Transforming
Life Church in Bridgeport, CT., Ben Lavine, Elder
Jessie Ruffin, and Heather Wieczorek. My
husband, Ben Lavine, shared what he’s learned as
he dealt with the messy realities of his former company’s demise, and a period of over fourteen

months of unemployment, while some of the other testimonies highlighted the power of Christ
against drug abuse, incarceration, and homelessness. Heather Wieczorek shared that God
called her and her husband Walter, in spite of some significant medical challenges in their family,
to reach out to young adults in the Gardner, ME area. Over twenty gather regularly for
fellowship and Bible study and additionally, over sixty participate on a special Facebook page
associated with the ministry. Pastor Leonard Burkholder,
the Overseer for the Anabaptist Native Fellowship within
HFC, provided a timely update on some of the important
happenings taking place within ANF’s Navajo, Ojibwa, and
other Native American/First Nations churches within
Harvest Fellowship of Churches. We were honored by the
presence of Bishop/Dr. Lawrence (picture) and Nereida
Chiles representing Koinonia Fellowship of Churches and
Kingdom Life Network. Bishop Lawrence brought greetings
from those Networks and briefly exhorted the congregation to heed the call to Christian
discipleship. Each public testimony was exciting to hear, but I was equally blessed by the brief
testimony I received from a woman I chatted with briefly during the fellowship meal. Teresa
introduced herself at the dessert table, smiling broadly and told me, “God delivered me from
Stage 3 colon cancer.” Each trip to the annual conference provides me with new opportunities
to marvel at the way God can work miracles in the lives of ordinary people.
Music was provided by several congregations, including a choir with members from
Gospel Light Community Church and Transforming Lives Church, Bridgeport, CT, and Good
News Christian Church from Bronx, NY, a
solo by LaShana Grant from Beacon of Light
Community Church from Waterbury, CT and
the Boston Chinese Church of Saving Grace
(picture). Keeping with tradition, Bishop Henry
invited all pastors and their wives to come to
the front of the church to receive a special
blessing and prayer. Each year a photograph is
taken of the entire pastor group. A special prayer was offered this year for Hector and Jennie
Muñiz, of Lighthouse Fellowship Church in Bridgeport, CT. Pastor Wendell Guy led the
intercessory prayer for Pastor Hector who continues with his battle of ALS.

As with every celebration, this year’s event concluded with a closing prayer of blessing,
led by Associate Pastor Joshua Miller, which was followed by an abundant array of delicious
food prepared and served by members of the Connecticut and New York area churches. As in
past years, the 2015 Annual Celebration seemed to end far too soon, but as always, it served as
a wonderful opportunity to hear how the Lord is working in the lives of men and women
across the HFC network.
Dr. Krista Lucas, PhD, wrote this article. She and her husband Ben (picture) have been
active members at Good Shepherd Christian Fellowship in
Needham, MA. Ben served on the Elder Board of the
Church and the two of them also lead our grief recovery
ministry (GriefShare). They have also assisted with the
church youth ministry and with various outreach efforts and
missionary trips, including one to Cambodia. Because of a recent change in employment, they
will be moving in the near future to the greater Hartford, CT. area.
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